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well-built houses. He can go into the Chinese town if he wishes, but no' Chinaman is allowed in the white man's city without a pass.
As trade increased and ships grew bigger the ships required good harbours for shelter, strong places for defence, and means of storing coal. Near to the entrance to the Si-Kiang valley there was a rocky island with a magnificent harbour, and here is the British trading centre of Hong Kong. It is well placed as a port for southern China, and it is one of the most important ports in the world, collecting and distributing goods in many directions.
The Yang-tse-Kiang valley is even more important, and the trader sought for an entrance to it, but there were two difficulties: in the first place the Chinese would not give him a treaty port, and in the second the estuary is so low and marshy that there was no suitable ground on which to build a big town. In 1843 the Chinese agreed to open the Yang-tse-Kiang valley to foreign trade, and the place chosen for the port and market was the first spot south of the marshy estuary where one could be built. This is Shanghai, not on the Yang-tse-Kiang itself, but on a small river that flows into the same delta. It is over fifty miles from the sea and nearly twelve miles from the junction of its own river with the main stream.
We can imagine, then, that our ship has been loaded up at one of these or at some other